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That it is the opinion of this conference, that the removing the obfiru&ions in the river Pa-
towmack, and the making the fime capable of navigation, from tide water as far up the north
branch pof the fdid river as may be convenien: and pralticable, will increafe the commerce of the
commonwealth of Virgiia and ®ite of Maryland, and-greatly promote the pdlitical #nerefls of
the United Seates, by forming a free 2nd cafy communication and connexion with ‘the people
fettled on the weltern waters, already very confiderablt in their numbers, and sapidly increafing,

“from the mildnefs ot the climate and the fertility of the foil. : o . o '

That it is the opinion of this eonference, that the propofal to eftablifh a company for openin
the river Patowmack, merits the approbation of, and deferves to be patronifed by, Vicginia an
Maryland, and that a fimilar law ought to be paffed by the legiflatures of the two governments
to promote and encourage fo lagJable an undertaking. S , o .

That it is the opinion of this conference, that it. would be proper_for Virginia and, Maryland
sach to beconie fubfcribers to the amqunt of fifty thares, and that fuch fubfcription would evince
to the public the opinion of the legillature of the practicability and great utility of. the plan, and
that the example would encourage individuals to embark in the mealure, give vigour and fecurity
to fo importart an undertaking, and bt a funitsngial proof to our brethren of the weftesn tesri~
tory of our difpofition to connet vurfelves with them by the {trongeft bonds of fricadfhip and
mutua! intereit, ) e R o

That it is the opinion of this conference, that an a& of aflembly of Virginia for apening. and
extending the navigation of the river Patowmack, tiom Fort Cumberland to tide water, ought
to be repesled.

Thatitis the opinion of this conference, from the beft information they have obtained, that
a road to begin about the mouth of Stony river may bz carried in about twenty or twenty-two
miles to the Dunker Bottom ou Cheat river, fiom whence this conference are of opinion, that
battoe navigation may be made, though perhaps at confiderable expence; that, jf fuch nayiga-
tion cannot be ctfeéted, by continuing the road about twenty miles further, it would interfe@
the Mounongahela, where the navigation is good and has been long practifed.

"T'bat a road from Fort Cumberland to Turkey-Foot would be about thirty-three miles, from
whence an improvement of the Youghegany river would be neceflary, though probably it might
be done at lels expence than the navigation of the Cheat river could be rendered convenient from
the Dunker Bottom. ‘ : _ '

Thit it is a general opinion, that the navigation on Patowmack may be extended to the moft
convenicnt point below, or even wbove the mouth of Stony river, from whence to fet off a road
to Cheat river; and this conference is fatisfied that that road, from the nature of the country,
through waich it may pafs wholly through Virginia and Maryland, will be much better than
a road can be made at any realonable expence from Fort Cumberland to the Youghegany, which
muft be cairied parily through Peanfylvania. . .

That i+ is the opinion of this conterence, that if the navigation on Patowmack fhould be:car-
ried to about the mouth of Steny river, a communication with the weftern waters, through a
road from thence extended even o the Monongahela, would be preferable in moft points of view
to that by a road from Fort Cumberland to T'urkey-Foot, the only other way praQicable, and
in any great degree ufeful. I'hat the communication by a road from Fort Cumberland to the
prefent navigable part of the Youghegany, and thence through that river, though in the opinion
of this con erence a fzcond object only, would facilitate the intercourfe with a very refpe@able
number of wettern fetdders, contiibute much to their convenience and accommodation, and that
the beacfits refulting thereirom to thefe ftates would compenfate the cxpence of improving that
road. -

This conference therefore recommend, that the legiflatures of Virginia and Maryland appoint
fkilful perfons t6 vi:w and accurately examine and turyey Patowmack from Fort Cumberland to

the mouth of Stony river and the river Cheat, from dbeut the Dunker Bottom: fo the prefent
navigablc parg thereof, and if they judge the navigation can be extended to a convénient diftance
adove For't Cum’ erland, that they trom thence furvey, lay off, and mark, a road to the Cheat

rives, or continur the fame to the navigation, as they may think will moft effeQually eftablith
the communication between the {uid ealtern and weftern waters ; and that che faid road be cut
and cleared not léfs thin eighty feet, and properly improved ‘and maintained in repair not lefs
than forty nor mote than fifty téet wide, at the joint expence of both ftates ; and your con-
ferrees beg leave to recommend, that each ftate appropria:tc three thoufand three hundred and
thirty three and one thiid dollurs for the purpofe ; and this conference aré Turther of opinion,
tist the (tazes of Virginia and Maryland requeft permiffion of the fate of Pennfylvania to lay out
and tmprove a road through fuch past of that ftate as may be neceflury, in the beft and maft pro-
per ciedticn, from Fort Cumberland to the navigable part of the Youghcgany, and on fuch per-
wiffon being obtaine ¢, that proper perfons te aRpo[ntcd to furvey, mark, clear, and improve,

tuch road, at the equal expence of Virginia and Maryland. . o

Which are funmited to the confideration of the legiflatures of Virginia and Maryland,

e ' By order, R. B. LATIMER, clk.

“Whick was read the firlt and fecond time and concurred with.
'T'he fenate adjourns till to-morrow morning g a’clock
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